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Looking Tombstones
That Light Up

ombstones are a strategic element in any

graveyard? This article will not only show
you how to build great looking tombstones out
of rigid foam but ones that light up as well!
Since this project deals with electricity, please
be very careful! We will be creating an older
and newer looking tombstone from the same
basic shape. Hot Wire Foam Factory (HWFF)
(heep:/fwww.hotwirefoamfactory.com)
manufactures the tools used in this article.

BY MARK LEBIODA

Create a template using a
publisher package and tape
the template to the foam.
Punch small holes along the
lines “marking” the foam. 2

These tools are great for shaping the foam to
easily creare professional looking tombstones.
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For this application, we use beaded EPS
(expanded polystyrene) foam, which can be found
in the insulation departments at home improve-
ment centers in 4" by 8' sheets. The front and
back of the thombstones are made from 3/4" thick
EPS foam and 1 1/2" is used for the sides of the
tombstone. Ourtdoor latex paint is used to coat
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Place two pieces of the 3/4" foam together
and use the Hot Knife attached to the Sled
Guide to carve out the top of the combstone.
The Sled Guide allows you to cut a consistent

the tombstones rather than an aerosol paint which
will eat away at the EPS foam. The foam can also
be hard-coated with Foamcoat, but these tomb-
stones are placed out of reach so they will last line between the two pieces. 3
indefinitely with a good paint job.

Start by cutting the initial size of the tomb-
stone. The stones in my examples are 26" wide by
32" tall. Mark the 26" at both ends of the foam,
and position the 4' Bow Cutter on the markings.
Once in position, turn on the switch and let the
Bow Curter cut through the foam. In seconds you
have cut out your tombstone. You will need to cut
a piece for both the front and the back. 1

Ser the back piece aside for now, and start
curtting ourt the letters and images that you marked
on the front piece of foam. Angle the Hot Knife
so that the back of the cut is larger than the front.

This allows more light to shine through smaller
sections. 4

Start aging the stone by adding cracks to the
face using the Engraving Tool. This tool is just the
right size for cracks as only the tip is heated. Most
cracks split top down. The more cracks
you add, the older the stone looks. 5
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You now need 2 1/2" wide pieces of the 1 1/2"
thick foam. Cutting these pieces is quick and easy
using the Bow Tool. Stack two pieces on top of
each other forming 3" by 2 1/2"pieces of foam.
This makes the sidewalls 3" thick so that when the
lights are later installed, they do not touch the
front of the stone. Glue these pieces with the
2 1/2" side down, to the back section of the tomb-
stone using HWFF’s spray adhesive. This is an
excellent adhesive! Not only does it form a quick
and strong bond, but it allows you ro easily carve
through glued sections. You can sece by the picture
how the picces form the sides of the stone. You will
also notice sections that had to be trimmed a litdle
so they will not be seen through the cutouts.

It’s a good idea to paint the inside using the
same color as the lights that will be inserted
inside. Paint the inside of the front piece and the
sides of the cutouts. You can see in the picture
how the cutouts are wider on the inside o allow
for more light. Do not worry abourt getting paint
on the frong, since this will soon be covered. 6 7 8

Test place the
front onto the
back section mak-
ing sure you do
not see any of the
sidewall through
the curouts. Once
satisfied, glue the
front to the walls.
Do not worry about placing the piece exactly in
position since you will be trimming the sides.

For the old stone, you will want a curved side.

Shape the Freechand Router to the curve you desire
and cut along the sides. You now have a nice
uniform side in one easy motion! 9

10 Now,
notch out

pieces using
the Sculpting
Tool. Again,
the more
notches the
older the
stone. 11

To make smooth sides for the new stone use
HWEF’s Pro Knife with the Sled Guide to smooth
out the sides. Next, form the wire on the Frechand
Router to not only curve the sides a little, but to
also add another pattern to the face of the stone.
This tool allows you to create two patterns with
one pass on the stone. 12 13
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To create the base cut two picces; one out of
the 1 1/2" foam that is 2" larger than the tomb-
stone, and the other piece out of the 3/4" foam
that is 1" larger that the tombstone. Run the
Sculpting Tool along the edges giving it more of a
stone look. Trace the tombstone on top of the
3/4" piece and cut that section ourt using the Hot
Knife. These two pieces are glued rogether and
the stone will sit inside the 3/4" piece. 14 15
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Glue the stone into the base, and then start the
painting process. First paint all the cracks and
indents using a flac black latex paint. This pro-
vides more depth once the stone is completed. 16

Then seal the stone
using a color close to
the stone’s final color.
17 Before the paint
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spray on stone paint,
which can be found at
any craft shop. The
stone paint will adhere
a litde better if the
base coat is still a liccle
tacky, and since the
base coat is basically the same color, you will not
have to use as much stone spray paint. In the

Continued on page 35. e
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1 a black the hol ick ¢ ires ceep gluing surface. You can then shove a piece of wood-
one. 18  them in place. Glue the wire into place using a en doweling into your lawn, and slide the tomb-
low temperature hot glue gun. Once the glue is stone over the doweling to keep the stone in place.
For the dry remove the toothpicks.
final process, _ n Here are the pictures of the stones when lit! They
which brings 3 \ ; e, d look very impressive at night and you do not have to
out the stone A = i S o worry about spotlights lighting up your yard! 24
characteristics, ' :
dry brush the
cracks, sides,
indents and
letcers with a
flat white latex
paint. Do not
however dry
brush all the i T, : o
edges on the < il 3 24 25

letters, just the

bottom edges. This provides more depth to the e P e e Rk 50 a5 YOU C: vith a little more effort, you
lerters. Dry brushing is a technique where you dip J _ RO B T A ' e reali ooking tombstones that will

a small brush into paint, rub as much off as you SR e /OW YOUT patrons : neighborhood!

can on a paper towel and then wipe the brush
ﬂ]()"‘-" rht' LL{“U.\- \LJU 'L‘l'.‘ not nt‘td d [Or O{' 7:1!"[’ on . s F .
g g I oot haunt, which is attached to their

the brush to ger the effect you need. You may also 2 L.

R : ; . harge canned goods for admission,

wish to dry brush on the face of the stone under : locad food Bank: ‘Thei
i . i Mislon moties : R R shich are ; o a local food ban

the cracks and letters to simulate water run off. You will also notice in the previous pictures,
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that a piece of PVC is glued to the stone. Route y.com has other

out a section for the pipe to sit in, providing more 7% g

The two tombstones, while ting out with the
same basic shape, I¢ ompletely different. This is
all based on the finishing techniques you use.
time to add the lights! | used old osth s _EEL' i, now you don’t. Clearhleon AP
- a non-toxic coating which is transparent and colorless
under normal light, but glows under UV black

lighting. Available in 8 colors.

tmas lights. Determine the
ement of the lights by pushing toothp
1[1rmlgh the ba You do not want to see the ]ighr
through the cutout, so this helps with the place-
ment. Next, take the Hot Knife and cur out st VISIT US'AT WWW.CLEARNEON.COM

holes that will fit the lights. Place the |




